The Legendary Napoleonic Horseman:
Unraveling the Secrets of the Lines Of Torres
Vedras

A g )7
. V.4
- L AFETPLEEINT S

ne sy em s Horihospr Hamat) .,../:’;.u,y

The Lines of Torres Vedras, an impressive defensive system built in
Portugal during the Napoleonic Wars, is widely regarded as a masterpiece
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of military engineering. However, what often goes overlooked is the role
played by the legendary Napoleonic Horseman in the construction and
maintenance of these fortifications. The horseman's skills, bravery, and
strategic insights were instrumental in ensuring the success of the Lines of
Torres Vedras and ultimately changing the course of history.

The Birth of a Legend

The identity of the Napoleonic Horseman remains shrouded in mystery,
adding an aura of intrigue to his story. According to local folklore, he was a
skilled rider, possessed an uncanny knowledge of the land, and had an
unmatched ability to navigate the treacherous terrain of the region.
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It is said that the horseman emerged from the depths of the Torres Vedras
mountains, a ghostly figure riding a majestic steed. His appearance
coincided with the construction of the Lines of Torres Vedras, leaving the
soldiers in awe of his equestrian prowess and sheer command of the
battlefield.
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The Strategic Genius

The Napoleonic Horseman quickly established himself as an indispensable
ally to the British and Portuguese forces tasked with defending the lines.
His exceptional knowledge of the terrain surrounding the fortifications
allowed him to identify the most advantageous positions for the
construction of forts and redoubts.

His horseback expeditions deep into enemy territory provided crucial
intelligence that significantly contributed to the success of the Lines of
Torres Vedras. With his unparalleled reconnaissance skills, he was able to
relay vital information about enemy movements and their plans, thwarting
several potential attacks.

The horseman's strategic insights and ability to outmaneuver the French
armies earned him the trust and respect of British General Wellington, who
regarded him as the linchpin of the defensive operations. The Horseman
would often accompany Wellington on his inspections, guiding him through
the hidden paths and divulging tactical knowledge.

Legacy and Impact

The invaluable contributions of the Napoleonic Horseman played a crucial
role in the eventual success of the British and Portuguese forces during the
Peninsular War. The Lines of Torres Vedras, fortified under his watchful
eye, served as an impenetrable barrier, allowing the allied troops to repel
Napoleon's army and ultimately lead to his downfall.

The legacy of the Napoleonic Horseman has left an indelible mark on the
history of military strategies. His exceptional skills on horseback, combined
with his deep knowledge of the region, set a new standard for



reconnaissance and provided invaluable lessons for future military
commanders.

The Napoleonic Horseman's story is one that showcases the power of
individual heroism and expertise in shaping the tides of war. His legend
lives on as a testament to the importance of strategic genius and the lasting
impact it can have on the outcome of conflicts. The Lines of Torres Vedras
may stand today as silent witnesses to a tumultuous past, but they owe
their success to the unwavering presence and brilliance of the Napoleonic

Horseman.
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Book seven in the sabre-rattling Napoleonic Horsemen series.

With the rest of Europe subservient to Emperor Napoleon, he sends his
best Marshals to Portugal to rid himself of the annoyance that is Sir Arthur
Wellesley. Thanks to an uncooperative parliament, the Viscount has little
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chance of defeating the French with their superior numbers and so he
constructs a devilishly complicated series of defences north of Lisbon.

While they are being built Major Matthews and his sergeant have to travel
behind enemy lines to discover the size of the problem. There Major
Matthews’ past comes back to haunt him and he risks all to gather the
information which General Wellesley needs.

As Viscount Wellesley and his resilient army try to fend off the tentacles of
the French army they have to fight battles in the most uncompromising of
landscapes. The Light Division’s defence of the C6a, the Battle of Bussaco
and the bloody Battle of Fuentes de Orioro are just three of the actions in
which Major Matthews and Sergeant Sharp fight for Sir Arthur Wellesley!
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